The clinical picture usually described in severe cases of post-partum necrosis of the pituitary gland is one of chronic debility, loss of energy, dullness and apathy (Sheehan, 1939) . It is known, however, that in some cases with a relatively small pituitary lesion symptoms may be slight or absent (Sheehan, 1940 The patient was admitted to hospital at the age of 65 with symptoms and signs of a recent myocardial infarction. Her history was that when she was 33 years old she had a severe uterine haemorrhage following the birth of her sixth child. She was treated at home and recovered. Her menses never returned after this pregnancy. She stated that she had breast-fed the child for eight months without any difficulty. She then led a normal active life until the age of 60, looking after her large family and in addition working four hours a day as a cleaner in a farm dairy. She always walked to and from her work, a total of six miles daily. She noted no loss of weight, lack of energy, ease of fatigue or intolerance of cold. When she was sixty years of age she first experienced anginal pain on effort. She stopped her work, but continued doing housework and shopping until her admission to hospital, for the first time in her life, at the age of 05.
She was moderately ill on admission but alert and co-operative. On examination, in addition to the signs of heart disease, she was noted to have a delicate, soft, slightly yellowish skin, fine, small features, soft, rather scanty head hair and thin eyebrows, but no axiliary or pubic hair.
She was treated with anticoagulant drugs, and endocrine investigation was deferred. However, she left hospital against advice before treatment was completed. She was readmitted six weeks later, very weak, breathless, confused and jaundiced. Her condition rapidly deteriorated and she died one week later.
At necropsy three separate myocardial infarcts were found ; there was also a fresh thrombus in the posterior circumflex coronary artery. The gall bladder contained cholesterol gallstones. The pituitary gland (Fig. I ) measured 0.7 cm. in diameter and weighed GO nig. Histologically (Fig. 2) 
